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FAITHFUL HISTOR Y 


O:F-T HE 


NOR T ERN Affairs of Ireland, &c. 


the Eitabliſhment of his darling Twins, Popery 


O ſooner was the late King James advanced to 
N the Throne, but he fixed his whole ſtudy upon 


and Slavery; and having by ſeveral Inſtances ' 


formerly experienced the Engliſh Averſion to the Principles 
of that Religion, he therefore firſt ſet himſelf to conſider 
ſuch Methods as might beſt ſerve for the Introdution of it, 
without giving them too near a Proſpect of the Revoluti- 
-on intended. It was ſor this reaſon thought fit that /reland 
ſhould be the firſt unhappy Scene of the enſuing Tragedy, 
where ſuch a Change ſeemed very practicable ; for the far 
greater number of Inhabitants being naturally Slaves to 
the Yoke of Rome, could not but welcome the Chains of a 
Popiſh Tyrant ; yet was not this to be effeted on a ſudden 
for fear of alarming England, which was not at that time 
brought under the Awe of a Standing Army ; beſides, the 
moſt conſiderable part of the Forces then in re/and,conſiſt- 
ing of ſuch as were Proteſtants, obliged the King to a more 
wary Proſecution of his Deſigns. It was therefore conclu- 
ded to move by ſlower ſteps, and to continue the Admini- 
ſtration of Afﬀairs in ſuch hands, as ſhould ſeem to be Pro- 
teſtants, that his Popiſh Councils might carry the better 
Gloſs, and his Engliſh Subjects be leſs ſenſible of his varniſht 
Deſigns. Thus Jre/and languiſh'd under the unhappy Cir- 
cumitances of being ruined by its pretended Friends, when 


in England the unwary Compliance of ſuch as would ha- 
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zard all to be thought Loyal, gave the King an opportuni- 
ty of appearing more publick in that which he before 
durſt only Giflemble; for upon the Compliments that were 
daily paid him in Erg/and, he preſumed to divide the Mi- 
litary from the Civil Power in Treland, and ſetled the Re- 
gulation of the Standing Army in the hands of a Papiſt, 
who was obliged to frame it to ſuch a Model as might beſt 
ſquare with the Turn intended : For this Service Talbot was 
created Farl of Tyrconnel, and ſent over armed with anab- 
ſolute Power of disbanding ſuch as he ſhould judg diſaffeQ- 
cd to their Deſigns. | 

At his firſt landing, he was highly courted by the Two 
Lords Juſtices, both of them paying him that Reſpe 
( tho as is ſuppos'd by the King's dire@tions ) which they 
ought to have received from him, and as he has been often 
heard to ſay, doing his Buſineſs faſter than he could have 
done it himſelf, Nor could the Earl of Clarendon, who 
ſuccceded them in the Government, ſtop Tyrconne/'s career ; 
and tho he often interpoſed his Civil Authority, yet could 
he not prevent the whole Military Strength from devol- 
ving into the hands of the Papiſts; for in his time were moſt 
of the Proteſtant Oſficers and Soldiers caſhicr'd, the Mi- 
litia of the Countrey difarmed ; the Forts and Strong- holds 
put into the Poſſeſſion of the Papiſts 3 and every thing elſe 
done, which might prepare an cafie Acceſs for a Popiih Go- 
vernour. 

Thus far were their Deſigns advanced in Ireland, under 
the Umbrage of a Proteſtant Power, when Monmouth's Re- 
bellion, and the great Lovolty that ſuppretl:d it, raiſed the 
Popiſh Party fo far abv/. their former hopes, that they 
now thought it high ti.” to lay aſide the Mask ; and to 
this end it was reſolved, That the Civil and Military Pow- 
cr ſhould re-unite ina Papiſt, who might at both as Depu- 
ty and General in that Kingdoin. This double Truſt was 
conferred on the Earl of 7yrc»nmel, whoſe paſt Services, 
and 
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and avowed Prejudices to the Proteſtant Intereſt, recom- 
mended him as the- fitteſt Perſon to At that Part of the 
Tragedy ; He was a man of a comely Preſence, but 
Haughty, Proud, and Inſolent, and therefore was not at 
firſt reputed Maſter of ſo much Policy and Diſcretion as he 
afterwards appeared to be; his open PraQtices againſt ſuch 
as Profeſſed the Reformed Religion, and his ſevere uſage of 
them whil'ſt he was but a Private Collonel, made them 
fear a ſudden Stroke from his greater Authority, upon 
which many of the Richeſt and moſt Powerful of the 
Countrey, removed themſclves with their Effes for Eng- 
land; and his Averſion to the Brittiſh Settlement was 10 

, generally known, that very few durſt ſtand the Teſt of 

it. This great Change in the Civil Government, much 

Impoveriihcd and Deprived /reland, not only of its Wealth, 

but of a far greater Treaſure, its Wiſeſt Men, thoſe that were 

left bchind, Leing only ſuch, as altho they had known 
how to have helped themſelves, yct wanted both Power 
and Means to Effect it. 

Tho' the Proteſtant Intereſt was chiefly ſtruck at in this 
great turn, yet the Trading part of the Papiſts were alſo 
ſenſible of the conſequences of it; for the whole Kingdom 
in a ſhort time languiſhed under a general Conſumption of 
Trade ; and the Exchequer Receipts were foreduced, that 
it was feared they would not Anſwer the publick Pay- 
ments. This put Tyrconnel upon a pretended Moderation, 
v ho for ſome time concealed his Temper under a mask of 
gentleneſs, hoping thereby to have deluded back ſuch as 
12d bcen the ſtaple Traders of this Kingdom ; but they 
Ling convinced that the fame deſigns were {till on foor, 
tio carried on by ſlower ſteps, would not .be perſuaded 
to re-embark their Fortunes under the Convoy of a Popiſh 
Piiot ; Tyrcomnel ſeeing himſelf thus diſappointed in his Art 
of Dilimulation, reaſſumed his own Nature; and laying, 
aſule his Hy pocriſie, openly a&ed as the protuil.d Enemy 
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to the Brittiſh Intereſt ; and having already Inveſted the 
Netive Iriſh with a ful! Power over the Lives of their Con- 
querors, by "Arriving?! them with. the Swords of Revenpe, 
he aſtezwards packed ſuch Judges on the ſeveral Benches as 
were every way engaged to ſubvert the Legal Settlement 
of the whole Kingdom. — * 

Theſe were- the unfortunate Circumſtances the poor 
Diſtvetſed” Preteftants of frelnd laboured under, when 
nothing but the' happy News'of our preſent King's Chari- | 
table Deſigns, could have raiſed them to the Hopes of a 
better Fortune; and His Majeſties good Endeavours, be- 
ing Crowned in England with a ſuitable Succeſs, put them 
upon projeting ſuch Metheds as might beſt ſerve to com- 
pleat their Deliverance. 

The only parts of [re/and where the Number of Pro- 
teſtants exceded the Papiſts, were the Northern Counties, 
whoſe ncareſt ſcitbation to England and Scotland, had in- 
vired ſeveral Familics to Tranſport themſelves thither, by 
which means they grew ſo Populous, that they became a 
Terror to their /ri/þ Neighbours, and were for that reaſon 
believed to have been thrice as many, as they afterwards 
appeared-to be; ſeveral Proteſtants flattered themſelves 
with the ſame thoughts, which proved the greateſt 'Spur 
to their preſent Confuſion 4 for the Gentlemen of that 
Countrey, preſuming too far upon the Opinion of their 
own Strength , and finding the Aﬀairs of Erg/and run 
Succeſsfully on the Proteſtants ſide, raſhly fancied them- 
ſelves able enough to Attempt their Deliverance ; and be- 
ing in daily hopes of a conſiderable ſupply from Emgland, 
thought it would very much conduce to their Honour 
ſhould they be found in a Poſture of receiving it; but that 
which fixcd their Reſolutions, was the neceſſity they ſeemed 
ro lie under, of Arming themſelves againſt a Numerous 
Rabble, which 7yrconne/ was then raiſing, and who had no 
other viſible means to ſubſiſt, but on the Plunder and Ru- 
inc of tle Proteſtants. In 
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In the Profecution of this Aﬀair, the 7.4 B 
the Counties of Ardmagh and Monazhan , ' and Sir 


I! 


4s i in Down and Antrimappeared moſt for- 
ward;bur the Councels of the latter, were chiefly minag'd 
by Mr. Z—ton of 7T— who about September 16838. ve- 
ry much buſied himſelf ro engage ſach Gentlemen in an 
Aſſociation, as he knew his Reaſon could beſt influence ; 
inviting them to it by urging the Probability of Succelles, 
from the current of Afﬀairs in Exg/axd, 'and ſhewing ſeve- 
ral Letters from thence, which promiſed a Speedy Relief, 
tho in the end moſt of them proved as falſe; as the late Ac- 
counts from Londonderry. Tho this Gentleman was but 
of Moderate eſteem at other times amongſt them, yet his 
Arguments in this Conjuncture, were fo enforced by the 
gcneral Diffatisfaction of the Countrey ( ſome having juſt 
before loſt their Livelihoods with their Imployments, and 
others dayly expecting to be ejeted out of their Eſtates 
by the corrupt Trefpalſles on the Acts of Settlement ) that 
they were eaſily. perſuaded to joyn in any Confederacy, 
which might reſcue them from the approaching Ruin ; 
and at this time their Reſolutions ſeemed confirmed, by 
ſuch an Opportunity as Promiſed an undoubted Succels to 
their Deſigns3. for moſt of the Diſciplined Army that 
Quartered in the North, were juſt before embarqued for 
England, in order to oppoſe our preſent King's Landing. 

Hitherto none of the Nobility had appeared in the 
Counties of Down and Antrim, which held ſeveral Gentle- 
men of thoſe Parts in Suſpence, who were unwilling to 
enpage in an Enterpriſe of .that Conſequence, unleſs Coun- 
tenanced by Perſons of the beſt Quality, and: tho other- 
wiſe the Lords of M and M , were men of 


no extraordinary great Intereſt, yet it was generally 
thought more agreeable to the Rules of Policy and good 
Manners, that the Hitads of a Party ſhould ſpring trom 


the Nobility; whoſe precedence was Indiſputable, _ 
om 


(8) 
from th.2 Gentry or Commonalty, where every man's e- 
qual ed, er fc breed Contuſion : It was therefore 


concluded, that fuch Methods ſhould be immediately tg- 
ken, as might beſt ſerve to engage thoſe two Noblemen, . 
and the E. of M being deaf to all Arguments, was 
at laſt drawn in by a Letter found in Comber-Street cdiret- 
ed to his Lordſhip, and importing the diſcovery of an [n- 
tended Maſlacre by the Papiſts, upon the Ninth of Decem- 
ber following ;-and for the better credit of this Letter, it 
was pretended-that notice of theſame deſign had been ſent 
to //— ton of 7's Brother, all which ( as I have been very 
well aſſured )was only a contrivance deviſed,as the readieſt 
means to engage the Earl, and animate a dejected People, 
who of themſelves were backward to all Arguments of that 
Nature. However upon this Information, Z— ton of 7 
Rid Poſt for Dublin, and it was fo ordered , that my 
L M's Letter met him at Dundalk, by which 
means he went up fraighted with a double Diſcovery; 
The Arrival of this News at Dublin, ſo Alarm'd the City, 
that above Five Thouſand Proteſtants Appeared in Arms 
that Night, and many Hundred Families Embarqued. from 
all Parts in ſuch Contuſion, that they left every thing but 
their Lives behind them ; but that which hapned of 
greateſt conſequence upon this Diſcovery, was, the extr& 
ordinary accident that attended the account of it in Low 
donderry; where it had no ſooner arrived, but-it ſeemed 
to be confirmed, paſt a doubt, by the Advance of a Conſe 
derable Part of the Earl of Antrim's Regiment, conſiſting 
of Five New-raisd Companies, which together with the 
Rabble that followed, made up at leaſt a Thouſand men 
( deſigned for a Gariſon to the Town ); the Inhabitants 
ſeeing ſuch a Number, and concluding them to. have been 
the Inſtruments deſigned for the Efecution of the Preter 
ded Maſkacre, immediately ſhut' up their Gates, and .D 
-charging ſome.great Guns upon the nearer approach of the 
Iriſt 
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Iriſh, (who were only intended for a Gariſon to the 
Town } obliged them to Retreat in great diſorder ; and 
the Tow nſmen keeping their Gates ſhut, iſſued out a 
Declaration, ſhewing their Reaſons for what they had 
done ; which thev wholly imputed to the Apprc- 
hcnſion of a Popiſh Maſlacre; this Contrivance did very 
much weaken the Protcſtant Intcreſt, by leſſening their 
Numbers 5 fo did it much ſurpriſe 7yrcahne/ ; who either 
ſuppoſing it to have been but a Fiction by the Enz/1/h, had 
rcaſon to believe it devited in order to promote ſome Fu: 
ture Deſignz or elſe, knowing it to have been really inten- 
ded, could not but be touched with the Diſcovery of 
it : The Effet was, it haſtn the Advgpce of Forces in 
s]| parts of the Kingdom ; 7yrconne! having diſpatch'd Cir- 
cular Letters ro the ſevcral Counties, encouraging the 
raiſing ot men, by promiſing to cach Perſon a Commiſſion 
ſuitable to the Number he ſhould Liſt ; The Earl of Meath, 
Grenard, and other Proteſtant Peers, Reſiding at that time 
in Dablin, and foreſceing the Evil Influence that would ne- 
ceſfarily follow the ConjunQion of ſo vaſt a Rabble.joyned 
ina Remonſtrance,and Petitioned, That no more Commillt- 
ons might iſſue ; but received ſuch an Anſwer, as haſtned 
the Earl of Meath for England, under colour of Repreſen- 
ting the Melancholly Circumſtances of that Kingdomz but 
what Service he did for the Countrey ( tho it be many 
Months ſince ) we are not yet ſenſible of. | 

The raiſing of theſe New Levies, 'was the great ſtep to 
thoſe heavy Misfortunes that ſoon afterwards fell upon 
the whole Kingdoms for their Officers having abandon'd 
them to their own ſhifts, and the Government allowing no 
other ſubſiſtence than what they could Plunder from the 
Proteſtants, brought ſuch a Fate upon the Gentlemen of 
Lemſter and Munſter, that moſt of them enjoyed but one 
days ſpace between Riches and Beggary. Amidſt theſe 
Convulſions, the North only remained undiſturbed; for 7 Wn 
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connel not having yet raiſed any confierable Numbers, ra- 
ther Fearcd than Deſpiſed them3 and the News of what 
hapned in Londonderry, made him dread the Conſequence 
of ſuch an Example ; which put him upon engaging my 
Lord Meuntjoy, to uſe his utmoſt Intercſt and Endeavours 
rowards the Reduction of that Town; who after ſome 
Debate, and upon Condition, that the 7ri/h ſhould be firſt 
Disbanded, was admitted with Five Companies; and being 
under an obligation of returning, Recommended the Care 
of the Garilon to his Lieutenant Collonel Lundy. 

Matters bcing thus far Accommodated in Derry, and 
Tyrconnel being willing to ſecure himſelt againſt the Nor- 
\ theru Numbers, Prudently reſolved to keep up a fair Cor- 
reſpondence with them; and in order to it, he invited ſe- 
veral of the Leading-men to attend him at Du#lix; but the 
Countrey not judging it fafe to venture many of them, leſt 
they ſhould be detained as Hoſtages 3 nor Politique, wholly 
to deſpiſe his Summons, concluded that only Sir Robert 
Colvil (hould be entruſted with this Undertaking; who be- 
ing very kindly treated by the Government, was diſmiſſed 
with repeated Aſſurances, That if his Countrymen would 
continue quiet in their Reſpective Habitations, they ſhould 
be only charged-with the Incumbrance of Two Regiments ; 
but as it ſoon afterwards apptared, 7 yrconne! had never in- 
tended to keep theſe Promiſes any longer than they ſerved 
his Deſigns ; tor immediately upon Sir Robert's departure, 
he Commanded a Detachment out of another Regiment 
to reinforce the Gariſon at the Newry. It's likewiſe to be 
preſum'd, that Sir Robert Colvil promiſed more in behalf of 
the Northern Gentlemen, than they were willing to make 
good; for at his return he found them engaged .n a Pro- 
ject, which as well in reſpe& of his Promiſe, as in com 
mon Prudence,he thought himſelt obliged to oppoſe ; judg- 
10g 1t not fit to incenſe a Government that courted them, 
eſpecially fuch a one as he very well knew they could not 
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be able to oppoſe,ſhould they'be recuc'd to« xtremiry,being 
ſerſible that the Northern Strength conſiſted much mote 
in Reputation, than in any real Force they could make; 
but 21l his Endeavours were vain, and his Advice branded 
with the Epithetcs of Coward!y and Popiſh, by thoſe who 
had aſterwards Reaſon to withthey had yieldcd to ſuch Mo- 
derate Councils. | 

The Two Regimenrs which by 7 yrconnel's engagement 
were deſigned tor the Northern Quarters, hapncd at this 
time to be Garitond in Lysburn, Belfaſt, Carricktergus, 
and other adjacent Places, under the Command of the 
Earl of Antrim, and Sir Thomas Newford; when upon a ſo- 
lemn debate by a Commitee ot ſuch as had ſubſcried the 
Aſſociation, it was concluded that thoſe Regiments ſh.uld 
be difarmed,and the Caſtle of Carrickfergus ſecured, in which 
were Arms for Two Regiments more. Upon the Strength 
of this Attempt they purpoſed to have oppoled 7 yrcomne/ 
upon equal Terms,and by putting a Garifon into the Newry, 
they hoped to have ſtop'd that Paſs, and thereby to have 
ſecured the two Counties of Down and Antrim tor the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt. This project ſeemed the more Feaſible, be- 
cauſe one Hundred and Fifty of Newcomen's Regiment,con- 
ſiſting only of 500. were Proteſtants, and ready tv joyn in 
the execution of thisDeſign,offering as a farther demonſtra- 
tion of their good will to the Publick Service, an excellent 
Stratagem for the Surpriſe of the Caſtle at Carrickfergus, 
which they propoſed to effect, under the pretence of their 
Collonel's purpoſe ro Gariſon there; but the faglure of their 
Deſigns againſt Belfaf, rendered this Contrivance uſeleſs, 
which hapned in this manner, When the Projc& of Difar- 
ming the Popiſh Soldiers in that Town was upon Execu- 
tion, Sir MW F , Mr. /—-——, and Mr. /f---- tor 
of 7 , together with Capt. Leighten, Capt. Berning- 


ham, Lieut. Barnes, Licut. T«bmayn, and ſeverai other Offt- 


ccrs of the Regiment, and Citizens of the Toy v, met in 
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order to accompliſh their Dcſigns; but the firſt three, re- 
Jenting, abſolutely deni'd to go on, tho often preſſed to it 
by the Officers; Capt. Leizhton urging the Feaſibleneſs of 
it, by engaging to Dilarm the whole Gariſon, with the 
aſliſtance only of as many men as might ſerve to bring off 
their Arms; but the three firſt Gentlemen difcounte- 
nancing the Captains oftcr, and interpoſing their great Au- 
thority with the Town, the whole Project tell, and /Z---ron 
of- 7 Gallopped towards Sir Arthur R : 
who Marching with Five Hundred men to make good the 
Attempt, was advanced within Five Miles of the Town 
when this ungrateful Mcſhge diverted him, and occaſioned 
his giving ſuch marks of Reproach, as was due to thoſe 
who had ſtifled ſo hopeful a Deſign : Thoſe who had been 
appointed to Seize the Popiſh Arms in Lisburn, having ta- 
ken the advantage of the night, did the work ; but their 
Correſpondence at Be/fa/t aſſuring them of a tailure by the 
Undertakers of that Town, made them dread tie conſe- 
quence of being ſolely expoſed to the Revenge of the Go- 
vernment; which conſideration put them upon returning 
thoſe Arms they had taken ; the ſeveral Gentlemen who 
Commanded in the Army, having by this vain Atte mpt 
Diſcovered their averſion to the Popiſh Intereſt,, Marched 
off with 150 ob their men, hoping thereby to+prevent any 
Surpriſe, which might have afterwards betrayed them into 
the hands of theirCollonel,wholikewiſe finding his Number 
very much decreaſed by the Deſertion of ſo many of his Sol- 
diers, and fearing the conſequence of a Second Project, 
Retreated in all haſte to fr Quarters: The Gariſon of the 
Newry (which at that time only conſiſted of two Compa- 
nies ) hearing of the Proteſtant Deſign againſt the Soldi- 


ers in Lisburn and Belfaſt, and expecting a ſudden ontet 

from the ſnhabitants of that Town, quitted their Poſts, | 
and could not be perſuaded to return, till they were firſt " 
aſſured of the Unhappy failure. tl 
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As this miſcarriage proved a Warning-piece to alarm the 
Popiſh Party; fo on the other hand it very much diſcoura- 
ed the Proteſtant Intereſt ; tor ſeveral Gentlemen ( elpe- 
cially ſuch as were to have bcen actually engaged in-this 
Attempt ) being apprehenſive of the dangers that might 
attend ſuch timorous Councils, provided tor their future ſafe- 
ty by ſecuringa Paſſage for Eng/andjand 7yreonnel being now 
convinced of the Northern Deligns againit his Government, 
immediately reinforced the Gariſon at the Newry, thereby 
ſecuring an cafic entrance into the North, and intercepting 
all Correſpondence between the Northern and other Pro- 
teſtants 3 which proved a matter of ſuch Conlcquence, as 
by this means no Letters or Meſſengers were Juffer'd ropaſs 
or re-paſs, but ſuch as he knew would beſt ſerve his turn. 
The Gentlemen who had been the unhappy occaſion of 
all thcte Miſchiets, being ſenſible of the unfortunate Cir- 
cumſtances to which they had reduced that Countrey, now 
began to conſider of ſuch methods as might make amends 
for rhv1r paſt Miſcarriages:To this end a General Meeting at | 
Comber was concluded on, in which they might agree what 
Courſe next to ſtecr, and how for the tuture to lay ſuch a 
Scene of Afﬀairs, as might give them a better Proſpet of 
Snccels, Mr, {—ton appearing moſt ofhicious upon this 
occaſion, and having undertook the Diſpatch of Circular 
Letters, fummon'd only ſuch as he knew would be either 
guided by his Counſels, or elſe wanted Intereſt tro oppoſe his 
Deſigns 3 for he neither ſummon'd Mr. Amneſly, Sir Rob. 
Maxwell, Mr. Ward, Mr. Savage, ror any other Gentleman 
whom he believed would not readily reſign a blind aſſent to 
his humour, tho they were otherwiſe Perſons every way 
qualified for the Publick Service : But that which hapned oi 
greateſt difficulty, was the excluſion of Sir Rob. Colvil trom 
this Meeting, whoſe great Eſtate in the Countrey, and In- 
tcreſt in the very Town where they fate, ſeemed to oblige 


them to take notice of him ; but it was ſo contrived, that 
the 
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the Grnilemen who were uci,gncd for Council, aſſembled 
cnther;'2.atvw hich time the methods were concluded on, 
ard Sir kb, ſummoned the next day, to aſſent, it he pleated, 
ro whar heccu'd not alter. This Convention, which only 
cenfilied of Sixteen Gentle men, bong far at ler, the 
fir! thivge Uuiccurien of, were the Diſorders, Nel:vs, Open- 
nf, and other Inconveniences that attended their tormer 
Meering, to whic!: the faiſure of their Deſigns was chiefly 
attributed 3 and to cbviate thoſe Miſchicts, it was agreed, 
Clint a F-»to of Five ſhould be choſen for the County; any 
] hree whereot ſhould be empowered to a as the Repre- 
{cntatives of the reſt, whole Decrees and Orders ſhould be 
as binding, as if they had bcen concluded by the general 
Voice of the Countrey. ' 

And it was likewiſe agreed, That an Aſlociation ſhould 
be propoſed by the Gentlemen of that County,to the other 
Counties of Z/ſter, tor the joint Preſervation of the Pub- 
lick Intereſt, and Protetion of the Proteſtant Religion, 
Matters being thus tar adjuſted by the conſent of the whole 
Convention) the next thing to be conſidered, was the Ble- 
Qtion of Five ſuch Perſons as were beſt qualified to repre- 
ſent the County ; and for that ſervice, the E. of 3 —— 
Sir 4-—— R , Mr. [/—— of B , Mr. H—, 
and /7 of 7 , were propoſed at the inſtance, 
and by the dircRions of the latter ; who having packed 
the greateſt part of the Aſſembly, could not want a Majo- 
rity of Votes todeclare in favour of ſuch as he thougt fir 
to recommend. 

Theſe Gentlemen being complimented with a tender of 
the Care and Truſt of the County, at firſt as modeſtly retu: 
ſcd, as the New Pope Goes the Papacy, which they atter: 
war ds as willingly embraccd; an. tho ſome of the Conven- 
tion,' tacught others far butter qualificd, both in Interctt, 
and * arts, tor a Charge of that Conicguence, particularly 
dir Reb , Colwill, whom thev wou!ld liave at leaſt complt 
mente] 
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mented withthe choice of being one, oonfiudering his For- 
func WAS almoſt £qual td the Joint-Eftare c Of t 16 orher 
H1ve, and that his Age and Expc rience 112d ren.!r 1 hin 
much fitter for an Empl.»y acne of that natute ; bur 77-25% 
of 7-— being well atfired that Sir R-berr ould not be 
revailed with to ſerve 1ny private Deligns, patiionately 
oppaſed all Motions in "15 fivour; and for want of a better 
Argument, threatned to deſert the Atſembly, it they ſhould 
admit a Propoſal ſoaverſe to his Intere{t. Till thi; Mucting 
at Comber, many thought /7 -t9n's earneſt Sollicitatior;s had 
proceeded from a real Concern tor the Proteſtant Intereſt ; 
but it was now plainly diſcovered, that the whole tcope ot 
his Deſigns tended only to ſettle him in ſuch a Poſt as might 
reader him more remarkable to the Fnz/;/h Government. 
The Convention having inveſted the Junto with the 
whole Poa cr of the County, were of courle diflolveci, and 
the Junito immediately withdrew from the reſt ot the Com- 
pany, in order to act ſeparately, in pur ſuince of their new 
Commiſſion : It was firſt determined, That a fit Perſon 
ſhould b- ſent with an Addreſs to our preſent King, coagra- 
tulating His Happy Acceſs to the Thron:, and imploring 
the Allitance of EFnz/and tor ther ſpeedy Reliet 3 and fe- 
veral Gentlemen were propos d for this Expedition; but 
none ſo generally approved of as Mr. //amiltonol Comber , 
who beſides his other Qualifications, had a juſt pretence to 
the Employment, having been formerly choſen tor this 
Service by the Vote of the whole County ; but // ——2:; 
of T tearing perhaps that he might by this oppor- 
tunity foreſtall his Deſigns, ſet up Capt. L27gbron 1n oppo- 
ſition to his Kinſman, and by his Intere't fo tir prevailed, 
that the Captain was preterred to this Honourable Errant ; 
Mr. Hamilton (ecing himſelt thus poſtponed by the Contri- 
vance of his own Relation, and rhe Honour conferred 0:1 
hisCompetitor without theleaſt Apology tor re5-ct:ng hun, 
was ſo highly ſeaſible of the Abuſe, that hc foun after- 
wards quitted the Countrey. Whit 
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Whilſt theſe things were debated in Council, ſeveral Ex- 
preſſes arrived trom Dubin, which by Publick Orders were 
immediately carricd tothe Junto, and ſome Gentlemen then 
in Town, who h1d been always privy to the former Cor- 
reſpendence, being denicc a ſight of thele laſt Accounts, 
very much refl-&cd vnon the niezfures nealy taken, ex- 
pecting tut ſlender returns from a C'uncil, wio In its very 
Infancy preſumed to act ſo arregantly. crouiigingly, partie 
ally, and imprudentiy: The Junto tearing v1 contequence 
of thcle Publick Cenſures, very muc't labuured to quiet the 
minds of the Mal--contents, who bcgan to unravel the ve- 
ry Methods by which they were convencd, and to proteſt 
againſt the evil .\rts that c:tabl:iſhes thei. The next day, 
according to the return of his Summons, Sir Rob. Celvill 
came to Town, on whole Appearance 1t was judged conve- 
nient to admit him of the Council, hoping thereby to re- 
concile themſelves to the Gentlemeg of the Countrey 3 and 
to make way for him, my L* Mount-Alexander was appoint- 
ed General of the Forces of the two Counties of Down and 
Antrim : Sir Kobert being admitted, the Junto proceeded to 
nominate Five Perſons out of every Barony to repreſent the 
Condition of it, propoſing by this method a clearer view of 

| the Strength and Force of each County ; and it was like- 
wiſe moved and agreed, that every County for its better 
intelligence ſhould ſubſtitute one Perſon to be always reſt 
dent at /7i/sburg, by which mcans the ſeveral Circumſtan- 
ces of the Nerth might be the better underſtood, and the 
exccution of their Deſigns be for the future grounded on ; 
more united Refolves. To this purpole it was judged neceſſa- 
ry that a general Aſſociation ſhould be ſubſcribed by 
the Gentlemen of that Province, and that the Methods de- 
viſed by this Junto, ſhould be propoled as an Example to the 
neighbouring Counties 3 Sir W F , Who with 
Mr. H---ton of 7. had formerly contrived the Aſſociation, 
went to my L* Maſſurees's, 'where he had appointed the 

Get 
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Gentlemen of the County of Antrim to meet, who on the 
next d1y appeared to the Number of Five and Thirty, and 
Sir William having addreſſed himſelf to them, propoſed the 
ſeveral Decrees of the County of Down, as a Preſident fit 
for them to follow; urging the Conveniency of a ſeparate 
Council, as alſo ſeveral Arguments to induce them to a Ge- 
neral Aſſociation ; but my L* Maſſareey, and ſeveral of the 
Gentlemen, earneſtly oppoted it, alledging the want of 
Arms and Experience, both which were judged to be ante- 
cedently necellary to lo publick a Declaration, which would 
othcrwiſe rather prove a means to haſten their ruin,than to 
promote their Deliverance ; and for that reaſon they inclin'd 
to wave the thoughts of an Allcciation, and only join in a 
private Addreſs 3 but Sir W F preſſing it up- 
on th!m by many ſpecious Arguments, urging, That it 
would convince the King ot their Readineſs to'ferve his In- 
tereſt ; and that the People oft England would be thereby 
obliged to ſend them a more early Supply, prevailed with 
the greateſt part of them to Atlociate,and appoint a certain 
Number of Gentlemen for their Repreſentatives 3 tho they 
would,not agree to the ſame Mcthods with the County of 
Down, who inveſted their Funto with an Abſolute Power, 
not approved of by any other County. Antrim having thus 
far agreed to what had been propoſed, in the next place 
procceded to an Ele&ion, and made choice of Str William 
Franklyn, Mr.Z)pton, Mr. Davis, Mr.Harriſon, and Mr. Shaw, 
tor their Junto; and the County of Ardmazh following the 
- famecourſe,elefted Sir Nich. Atcheſon, Capt. Points, and Mid- 
leton; but Derry, Donnegal, and Tyrone, abſolutely refuſed to 
reſolve themſelves into any Committee ; neither could they 
be perſwaded to agree to an Aſſociation, and yet they like- 
wiſe put themſelves in a Poſture of Detence,under the Com- 
mand of Col. Lundy but the other Project of a Reſident at 
Hilsburgh, was ſo generally approved, that each County, 
in purſuance of the Methods propoſed by the Junto of Down, 
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recommended their ſeveral Repreſentatives, who when they 
met, formed themſelves intoa General Aſſembly, and in a 
little time aſſumed the power of a Supreme Council : The 
ſeveral Gentlemen who were preferred by their reſpective 
Counties to this great Truſt, wereas follows,viz. Mr. 7/pton 
for Antrim, Capt. Poynts for Ardmagh, Mr. Cunningham for 
Derry, Mr. John/ten tor Monazhan, and Mr. F{— ton of 7 — 
for Down, who were Convencd under the Preſidency of the 
E. of Mcunt- Alexander. The Conſtitution of this Aſſembly 
did in a great meaſure ſupercede all Inferior JuriſdiQions ; 
eſpecially in that County where they ſat 3 ſothat the Juno 
of Five became by this means of little or no uſe, and conſe- 
quently the whole Management of Down tell under the di- 
re&tions of Mr. {——o» of 7——, whoat their firſt Se(- 
ſion propoſed to diſpatch Capt. Leighton with an Addrels 
to the King but that matter having received its firſt Moti- 
of in the tormer J:umto, the reſt of the Council thought fit 
that nothing ſhould be determined without their approtati- 
on and Content ; and it was therefore ordered that Letters 
ihould be ſent to ſummon the Junto; and by ſome private 
Inſtructions Sir Reb. Colwil was induſtriouſly omitted, who 
believing it to procecd trom the tormer Prejudices, and con- 
cluding the bufineſs of the Addreſs already agreed on,to be 
the only occaſion of that Mccting, did not give himſelt the 
trouble of appearing that Seſſion ; but when he afterwards 
found that Capt. Leighton was not only engaged to Preſent 
the Addreſs, but likewiſe entruſted with a particular Re- 
commendation of ſuch Perſons as were judged fitteſt for the 
Military Service, he then concluded they had omitted him 
with a deſign of toreclofing his Pretences to that Poſt in the 
Army, to which his Eſtate and Intereſt in the Countrey 
would have entitled him; but that which encreaſed his Re- 
ſentments, was to find the ſeveral Precinas of the Coun- 
try allotted to cach Col.'for the raiſing ot his men ; and 


that his Eſtate was appointed to that Perton whom he had 
the 
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the greateſt reaſon to ſuſpe for the only Author of this 
Abute. No ſooner was a Journal of the Proceedings of this 
Scfſions Publiſhed, but the Countrey generally exclaimed 
againſt the Injuſtice done to Sir Rob. Colvil; and to amuſe 
the People, it was ſome time afterwards propoſed to meer 
at Sir Robert's Houſe, under colour of acquainting him with 
ſuch Papers and InſtruQtions as they had ſent by Capt. Leizh- 
ton ; being well aſſured, that the Injury done him, was now 
alt retrieve, Capt. Leighton having received his Credenti- 

als, and being at that time ready to embark for Fugland. Sir 
Robert, upon peruſal of the Addreſs, ſeemed better ſatisfied 
with the flight they had' placed on him, becauſe ſeveral 
Particulars of it did not only contradict his private Senſe, 
but were alſo contrary to the general Opinion of the whole 
C-untrey ; for firſt, It was ſuppos d they flatter'd themſelves 
in giving too great a Character of their own ſtrength ; and 
that propoſing only twelve Regiments to be newly raiſed 
for the Defence of the North, fteemed as if they either un- 
derſtood not the Power of the 7riſh, or elſe had a mind to 
betray their Countrey. In the next place they greatly diſco- 
vered their own weakneſs, by joining Five Countics in the 
raiſing of Twelve Regiments, which Zyrconne/ and the 7riſh 
always believed able to have advanced above Fifty Thou- 
ſand men ; and tho it was propoſed that each Regiment 
ſhould conſiſt of x3 Companies, and every Company of 
100 men, vet this was likewiſe judged imprudent, becauſe 
many Gentlemen were thereby excluded, who would have 
readily commanded a Company, tho unwilling to ſerve as 
a /ubaltern in ſuch a Militia. They were alſo very mucl1 
condemned for appointing the ſeveral Officers tor each 
Company, without confulting them whether they were 
willing to ſerve; but that which fixed the greateſt Reproach 
upon them, was the particular Returns of ſeveral Collonels ; 
for knowing their own County would not afford them ſcope 
cnough to provide for all their Confederates, they prefu- 
Q 2 med 
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med to reverſe the Decrees of other Counties, without the 
Privity of their RepreſentartÞes; this praQtice is very re- 
markable, in the Afﬀeront they placed upon Capt. Poynts, 
whoſe former good Services in the Army, and [Intereſt in 
Ardmagh, had recommendcd him to the Character of being 
Reſident for that County, and was afterwards repreſented 
as a Perſon beſt qualified to command their Forces ; but 
H—— ton of T. fearing it might be inconſiſtent with his 
Deſigns to admit this Gentleman to a place ſo conſiderable, 
pretended ſome urgent Afﬀeairs tobe tranſacted in the Coun- 
ty of Ardmazh, in which Capt. Poynts was engaged; and 
the other taking the advantage of his Abſence, procured that 
Command for a Gentleman of his own name;the Capt. being 
returned as Lieut. Col. to Sir John Macgzll, and finding him: 
ſelf thus abuſed, ſeparated from their Council, and for ever 
after denied to a&t.in Confult with thoſe who had fo 
baſcly betrayed him. 

The Twelve Regiments recommended for Commiſſions, 
conſiſted of 8 Foot, 2 Horſe, and 2 Dragoons, which toge- 
ther with their Collonels and Counties, take as follows,v/z. 


E. of Mount- Alexander, a Regiment of Horſe to be raiſed 
in Down and Antrim. 

L* Blany, a Regiment of Horſe in Aramagh, Monaghan, 
and Fermanagh. 

Mr. Skefangton, Dragoons in Down and Antrim. 

Sir Arthur Rawd»n, Dragoons in Down and Antrim. 

Sir Fohn Macgil! Foot, Down. 

Mr. Hamilton of Bangor, Foot, Down. 

Mr. F7 ton of 7. Foot, Down. 


Mr. Francis FTamilton, Foot, Ardmagh. 
Sir Will. Franklynu, Foot, Antrim. 

Mr. 2/pton, Foot, Antrim. 

Mr. Leſley, Foot, Antrim. 

Mr. Montgomery, Foot, Fermanagh. 


Beſides 
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Beſides theſe Twel ve Regiments intended to have beer 
raiſed by Commiſſion ; there were ſeveral Gentlemen of 
reater Intereſt in their reſpective Counties, tho not 
thought ſo fit to be returned by the Junto; who purely 
upon their own Credit, advanced a great Number of men ; 
for in the County of Down,Sir Rob. Colwil raiſed a full Regi- 
ment ; and Mr. Adare another in the County of Antrim ; 
and many more Independent Troops and Companies were 
Levied by ſeveral Gentlemen , who propoſed no other re- 
ward for their Service, but the Publick good ; and there- 
fore would not value ther Intereſt at ſo cheap a rate, as to 
become private Cenrtinels to ſuch as were very much their 
Interiours, in Birth, Experience, and. Eſtate. The Gen» 
tlemen, who had been thus forward to reſtore ther Coun- 
trey, amongſt whom Mr. Anneſly ; who by being bred a 
Soldier abroad, was both able and willing to ſerve, having 
at his, own expence, raiſed a full Troop of Dragoons, and 
two Hundred Foot in the Barony of A'inelcarty, had their 
Services when offered, Rejeted by the Governour. 

The raiſing of Independent Troops and Companies, 
turned very much to the diſadvantage of ſeveral Gentle- 
men , who had friends enough in the Council to recom- 
mend them for Commillions ; but wanted 1ntercſt in the 
Countrey to rayſe their men ; but this fell heavieſt upon 
Mr. H—— ton of T's Regiment, who having that 
Prccint aſſigned him, where the Countrey had been pre- 
crgapged to a better Intereſt,could never advance above 300. 
men ; whereas the Volunteer Regiments conſiſted of three 
times that Number. 

No ſooner were theſe things acted in the North, but 7yr- 
cel received an exact Account of them in Dublin; and 
believing my L4 Monntjoy to have been the private ſpring 
that ſet the Countrey in this motion-3 diſpatched an Ex- 
preſs to him, by which he was kindly entreated to return ; 


but his Lordſhip being at that time very much indiſpoſed, 
oftered 
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Offered his want of Health, as a reaſon to excuſe his at- 
tendance. This Anſwer confirmed 7yrcome! in his for- 
mer jealouſic, and made him more ſollicitous to diſengage 
my L* Mountjoy : who was at laſt prevailed with to quit 
his Countrey ; and being come to Dublin, was flattered 
with Tyrconne/'s Treacherous Deſigns of fſurrendring the 
Kingdom ; having often heard him ſay, that he could 
eaſier make it a heap of rubbith, than any way ſerviceable 
to the Late King James. My L* Mountjoy being deluded 
by thoſe. Arts and Contrivances, into a belict of what was 
never really deſigned ; was the eaſicr perſuaded to under- 
take a Voyage for France, under pretence of acquainting 
the Late K. with the Circumſtances of Zre/and, and Tyr- 
connel's Opinion in relation to the Surrender of it. And 
for the greater amuſement of his Lordihip, and the Gen- 
tlemen of the North , ſeveral Articles were Condeſcended 
to, Which were very much in Favour of the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt; tor before my L" Mountjoy was prevailed upon to 
engage inthis expedition, 7yrconne/ had ſolemnly Promiſed 
to put a {top to the intended Levies, and to disband ſuch as 
were but lately raiſed ; he likewiſe declared againſt Quar- 
tering any more 5$91J1crs upon the Province of Z/fter; or 
making a Gariſon of any private Houſe; and my L* Mount- 
joy in the Name of the Proteſtants, tho without any Com- 
mitſton trom them, engaged tor their good Bekaviour, fo 
long as thoſe Promiſes thould be kept, and until a return 
ſhould be made to this pretended Errand. The differences in 
Treland ſeemed at this time very tar advanced towards an 
accommodation; and it's generally believed all as of hoſti- 
lity would have continued under a ſuſpence, if my L4 Mount- 
joy had been the only perſon entruſted with this Meſlage; 
but when the Proteſtants found that 7yrconne! had recom- 
mended one Sir Stephen Rice, who was then Chief Baron,and 
a molt Inveterate Papiſt, to be his Lordſhip's Colleague 
la this Expedition, they began to ſulpe the Deſigns of - 
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Jriſh, and it was generally believed that my Li Mountjoy's 
Commiſſion, only ferved as a facing to the Chief Baron's 
private Inſtructions. It cannot be imagined that his Lord- 
ſhip could be wholly ignorant of Tyrconne!”'s double Deſign 
in this Conjuncture ; tho perhaps being once in- Dublin, he 
could not have eaſily avoided his Commands ; Lut his 
Lordſhip fearing the cenſures he might incur, trom his over- 
eaſie compliance with them 3 ſct himſelt to write an Apo- 
logy for engaging in this Embaſſy, in which he juſtified 
his Undertaking, tho againſt the Opinion of the Northern 
Proteſtants, from the private aſſurances he had of 7yrcon- 
1:/'s Reſolution ; which he cculd better judge of, than his 
Friends at a greater diſtance ; and belies this Letter to the 
North, his Lordſhip writ other Letters to ſome Perſons of 
Quality in Munſter, urging them to keep that Countrey in 
2 pcaceable expectation of his Lordſhip's return ; and invi- 
ting them to it, by engaging ( in an expreſſion of his own ) 
that all would end in a Can of mild Beer + Notwithſtanding 
theſe Endeavours uſed by my L* Mowntjoy to reconcile the 
Countrey to a good Opinion of this Undertaking, every 
ordinary Capacity could judge, That this Errand was clicfly 
pretended, to give Tyrcenne! the better Opportunity of car- 
rying on his Deſigns3 and it was generally believed, that 
my L* Mountjoy was only made uſe of to prevent his Reſo- 
lutions of engaging on the Proteſtant Party ; which was 
afterwards confirmed by 7 yrconne!'s abuſe of all his Promi- 
les, and his Lordſhip's Impriſonment in France. The loſs 
of a Gentleman ſo conſiderably qualified for the Publick ſer- 
vice, gavea mighty blow to the Proteſtant Intercſt ; bug 
more clpectally ro the aftairs of Z//er, in that it made 
way for the Supream Council to chule the E of 


M—— for their General; who being wholly ignorant of 
al Military Diſcipline, and not much prepared tor ſo great 
a Command, reſigned himſelt ſometimes to the directions 
a Mr, H7--ten of 7. a Perſon leſs qualitied than his LOO 
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being of Moderate Reputation for his ConduQ, and often- 
times ſo unhappily fond of his own Opinion, tho never ſo 
inconvenient, that no arguments could alter him. 

This Gentleman was entirely Governour both of the 
General and the Council, ſo that whatever he propoſed, 
paſſed beyond all contradiction for a Rule to the reſt. 

The Countrey began to be jealous of the great Authori. 
ty of this Gentleman 3 having formerly ſuſped&ted his Inte- 
grity from his favourable carriage towards ehe Papiſts at 
the Quarter-Seſſions; which together with his many Po- 

11h Relations, and great intimacy with Col. Marcus Tal- 
Bot, baſe Son to Tyrconnel, made many tear that the Game 
began to be a lutle more ricklith than tormerly on the Pro- 
teſtant fide: And that which daily encreaſed their jealou- 
ſie, was the ſeveral unfortunate events that alter'd his 
Councils 3 for having ( asis ſaid )) alſumed to himſelf an 
abſolute Power over the: Governours and Council, ſo as 
all things moved by his directions, it ſo hapned that no- 
thing proſper'd in which he had a hand, very little bein 
attempted in his time, which did not favour either of folly 
or ignorance 3 and tho ſeveral good Propoſals had been 
made, yet they were either not taken notice of,or elfe open- 
ly rejced ; as for inſtance, It was moved that a Pacquet- 
Boat ſhould be ſetled between the North and England; and 
tho nothing was urged againſt, yet it was never effected, 
The want of Arms and Ammuition was complained of, 
and ſeveral ways Propoſed tor the purchaſe of them ; but 
they were judged needlefs, tor Exe/and would ſupply all ; 
when ſecuring and fortilying ſome places for a Retreat in 
caſe of Extremity, was dilcourſed of, that was judged unne- 
ceſſary, tor we ſhould be able to deal with them in the Field; 
and at laſt when the Enemy came down and expected to 
have beenoppoled, the Paſlcs were all opened, and inſtead 
of Uniting the Proteſtant Forces, they were induſtriouſly 
Diſperſed, and by that means expoſed to the loſs of their 
Countrey without having one ſtroke tor it. But 
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But to proceed -from what they left undone, to what 
they did, the firſt thing Reſolved on, was a nec ifiry Pro- 
viſion of Money, the Sinews of War, and {- vera! methods 
were Propoſed for the raifing of itz as Firtl, by ailing a 
private S: (lions, in which they might charge the Country, 
uner a pretence of finiſhing the Bridge begun at Bel, rt; 
but this was conJemnedas inconvenint:; Then 1 was nic- 
ved that Money ſhould be advanced upon the pub'icls Fairlz; 
but that was feared to have been almoit Bankrupt.it was a1- 
terwards Propoſed, That the Revenue might be Confiicated; 
but his was not agreed to,till the Collections were all drawn 
cft; ſo that the only Methods conluded on, was, by vo- + 
luntary Contributions, either in Money, or Goods, as 
mizht beſt ſuit with, the Gentlemen's convenience-; and it 
wasOrdered for the better Colle&tion and Diſpoſal of them, 
that Mr. Flamilten of Bangor ſhould be Receiver, and Mr. 
[{—ton of T's Diſpoſer. The Gentlemen of the 
Countrey, and Merchants of Belfaſt, having ſubſcribed to 
ſuch Sums as they were able or willing to advance 3 Copies 
of their Subſcriptions were diſperſed into the {everal Coun- 
ties, and propoſed as an example to induce others to Con- 
tribute 3 amongſt the reſt /7-— ron of 7 for his 
part ſubſcribed Thirty Pounds, which he pretended to de- 
du@t from One Hundred Pounds due to him, for ſo many 
Barrels of Beef, at 2os. per Barrel, laid in by him for the 
Publick uſe ; but Beef being then at 12 «. per Barrel, this 
piece , of Policy was fo obvious, that inſtead of being a 
good Example, it hindred many Gentlemen from Subſcri- 
bing; who ſeeing in the diſpoſers own Gitts a certain Profit, 
concluded that the ſame uſe would be made of theirs ; and 
when it was afterwards defired that an account ſhould be 
given of the Receipts and Disþurſecmeats, it was only An- 
(wered; That Superiors ought not to account to their [uferi- 
ors: But however ſeveral places were Garriſon'd ; and the 
Soldiers maintained, tho itis faid, their beſt Subſiſtence 


was upon the 7riſh Plunder. open acts of Hoſtility being 
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mw common to both Parties 5 inſomuch as the Frontier 
Towns were quite waſted. 

Tyrcounel in this junQture buſted himſelf in a cloſe Corre- 
ſpondence with the North, encouraging them to follow their 
Husbandry ; and aſfuring them that he would Surrender 
the Government, upon the return of my L* Mountjoy ; 
but theſe expreſſions were only made uſe of as a Cover to 
his Deſigns; for at the very ſame time he was raifing New 
Levies, and as it was confidently Reported, gave out Com- 
miſſions for above 40000 Men. Amongtft other rifþ Gen- 
tlemen, who by theſe New Commiſſtons were advanced to 
be Collonels, Cormuck O Neale of the County of Antrim, 
who at that time had Profeſſed himſelt a Church Papiſt,was 
engaged by the Government to raiſe a Regiment on the 
Conhnes of Dewn and Antrim ; but the Proteſtant Gentle- 
men of that County, fuppoſing him to have been drawn 
1n contrary to his inclinations, adviſed him againſt the ac: 
ceptance of it, which he ſeemingly ſubmitted to; but as 
foon as his Lieut. Col. Felzx O Neale came into the Conn- 
trey , they privately raiſed their Regiment on both fides 
the Ban; and immediately Marched that part of them 
which Quartered on this ſide of the River, to Gariſon Car- 
rickfergus; but ſuch as lay on the other ſide, could not be 
foeaſily brought over,for fear of the Proteſtants in Antrim ; 
and Cormuck O Neal being very ſollicitous to ſecure a Paſ- 
fage for the reſt of his men, purpoſed to have done it by 
making himſelf Maſter of 7uam Paſs; but being well afſu- 
red that the Proteſtants would be jealous of any of the Po- 
piſh Troops, he was therefore forced to pretend a fear of 
being difarm'd by Col. Stwart's Soldiers; under Colour 
whereof he hoped to fecure the March of a Troop of Dra- 
goons to 7xam; but this Projet was too groſs to impoſe on - 
the Proteſtant Party, who immediately Purſued the Dra- 
goons with a ſmall Detachment ; and having given them 
a Total Defeat, and Diſperſed that Part of O Neale's Regi- 
ment, They built a fmall Fort at the Paſs, and Gariſfon'd it 
| with 
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with 60. men , thereby intercepting all correſpondence _ 
with the Papiſts beyond the Bax. 

The Succeſs of the Proteſtants in the confines of the 
County of Antrim , and of the L* Blany in ſome {ma!! Skir- 
miſhes in Armagh and Monaghan, raiſed the Ambition of 
the County of Dows, who had not hitherto approved their 
Courage to Attempt ſomewhat that might make them re- 
markable ; and having often in their Cups Threatned the 
1: iſþ Gariſon in the Newry, which had always lain forgot, 
alloon as they grew Sober, now either found or made a 
Noble occaſion of trying their Strength and Policy againſt 
Carrickfergus ; which by the acceſſion of Cormuck 0 Neale's 
New-rais'd men, conſiſted of Nineteen Companies, beſides 
the Countrey that daily flockt to that Town, as being the 
only Popiſh Aſy/am in thoſe Parts. The Proteſtants begun 
to grow jealous of thegreat Numbers crowded into that 
Gariſon, and to prevent the miſchiefs that might ſpring 
from ſo great a Concourſe of 1ri/h, they ordered ſuch Pro- 
viſions as were deſigned for that place, to be intercepted; 
and among(t others, Col. Edmunſton by command from the 
Council, ſeized on a Boat Laden with Proviſion, at Broad- 
Iſland; which was intended for my L* Antrim's private 
Family, and ſent it croſs the Bay to Bangor, whither the 
Enemy could not advance but through Belfaſt. The Earl 
incenſed at this uſage, threatned to Burn the Collonel's 
Houle 3 who to prevent any attempt of that Nature, had fe- 
cured it with a Garifon of too. Men ; and the fame deſign be- 
ing declared againſt Bangor, Col. Hamilton made the ſame 
Proviſion againſt it. The Council upon ſecond thoughts, or- 
dered the Boat and Proviſions to be reſtored ; but Col. Ha- 
milton under whoſe Command it then lay, judged it not 
convenient to obey their Orders, having with the advice of 
du William Franklyz and ſome others of rhe Council,refolved 
to Attack tlie Town. The E. of Antrim and his Officers, 
having propoſed a Parley which -was agreed to by the Ge- 
neral anc) js Council, met at Belfaft where the 7rifh 
D 2 remon- 
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remonſlrating the unreaſonableneſs of intercepting their 
Provifton;; and finding the great concourſe of People to be 
the only reaſon off-red by the Proteſtants, 1n excuſe of 
their uſage, rhev deſired leave to divide their Nu:nbers, 
and that ſome of their Soldiers might Gariſon in Belfzff, or 
any othcr indifferent place ; bur this propoſal was r:ject- 
ed, unlcts the Earl would firſt ſutter them to be diſarm'd ; 
which 1c obitinately refuſed, but offered to disband the New 
Levics, it they could be inſured of a peaceable Living in 
their roſe ive touſes : The Gentlemen, who preferred the 
Quict of the Countrey , thovght this to have been a ſuffi 
cient condeſcention, and that the Proteſtants might have 
thereby gain'd a very great point, at leaſt in Reputation ; 
L ut it made a different umpretiion on the General and Coun- 
cil, who believing this caftie Compliance to have proceeded 
{rom an inward diſtruſt ot their own Strength, concluded 
that nothing was wanting but a bold Attempt to make 
themſelves Mailers of that Gariſon. This Deſign was chiefly 
promoted by F{— ten of 7 -——, hoping thereby to make 
amends tor his paſt Miſcarriage ; and countenanced by the 
General, who never failed of a ready Aſlent to ſuch Me- 
thods, as the other thought fit to propoſe : Mr. /7amilton 
of Bangor was particularly concern'd to forward the At- 
tempt ; fearing leſt the Neighbourhood of that Garifon, 
might prove dangerous to his private concerns, being 
tenfible of the provocations he had given them, by detain- 
ing the Earl's Boat and Proviſion. Sir W F 
was likewiſe engaged in promoting the Attempt ; for ha- 
ving rendred himſelf particularly obnoxious to'7yrcome! 
by his Correſpondence with him ; he reſolved to - reſcue 
himſelf from the apprehenſions of talling into his hands,by 
leaving the Kingdom ; but being at that. time entruſted 
with the Command of a Regiment, and his Soldiers having 
Notice of his-Defigns, forced him againſt - his Inclinations 
to Stand to his Armsz which made him willing to undertake 
any Attempt, how deſperate ſoever, hoping thereby to 
wipe off the Aſperſion of his paſt Endeavours. Thele 
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Theſe were the ſecret Springs upon ul.ich this Proj &t 
turned, againſt the general Opinion of the reſt of the Coun- 
trey ; and theſe Gentlemen, with fom®- of rhe dibbanded 
Othcers, were the chiet Promnters of this Ente rpriſe, Inch 
was 6ppos d Ly 5ir Rob. Colwill, Mr. "/ptom, an mot ot the 
Countrey; who eallly foreſftw rhe difficulties that attended 
it, and weu'd have di(T[a2ded them from ery ICINg 114 Ute 
ſign that would infallibly end in a diſcovery of their own 
weakneſs, and 1n all probability would hatten down T yroon- 
xs Forces againit them, which they were in no condition 
to oppoſe 3 bur all thete Ocj.-4ions were anſwcr'i by the 
ftrong Reaſon which was always rea:ly upon ſuch occaſions, 
viz. That they knew beſt what was fitteſt role d;nex and that 
to queſt ron their Reſolutions after the Tru rep ſed in them, 
tended only to Diſorder and Con'ulſjon. Having reſolved to 
attack Carrickfergus, the following Sctratagem was agreed 
on, as the bett Expedient to effet it : Mr. Davis, an Inha- 
bitant of that Town, whoſe Hoſbitality and good Humour 
had rendred him very much eſteemed by the Popith Offt- 
cers, was engaged to give them ſuch a hearty Welcome, 
as might drown all ſenſe of their Duty, and make them in- 
capable of oppoſing the Proteſtant Onſur 3 the Deſign being 
thus laid in the Town, Circular Letters were dilpatched 
from Be/faſt, toſummon the Eountrey Regiments to Ren- 
dezvous by Five the next morning, near Carrickfergus; who 
notwithſtanding the thort Warning, great Diſtance, and 
Winter Scaſon, were very punctual ro the Commands of 
their General, and appeared at the Time and Place, to the 
Number of 3999 ; and tho they had undergone the Fatigucs 
of a Rainy nights March,in a very deep way, yet were they 
ſo forward to approve their Courage, that nathing but the 
poſitive Commands of their Officers could prevent their fal- 
ing on the Enemy, whoſe chiet Commanders were fo well 
ſecured by Davis's Liquor, that it's generally believed our 
Soldiers might have taken the Town, by killing only the 
Out Centinels ; but here our General and his Council, tho 
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to blame before, for their ſudden Reſolutions, thought fit to 
at with greater deliberation 3 and inſtead of ex<cuiing their 
former Reſolves, they now began to conſult anew,by which 
means they gave the Officers time enough to ſkep them- 
ſelves ſober, and the Gariton an opportunity ot calfing a 
Council of War, who believing the Town not to be in ſuch 
a Poſture of Defence as would oppoſe the ſudden aſſault of 
an Enemy provided with all things neceſfary for a general 
Attack, judged it convenient to beat a Parley ; which was 
readily accepted by our General ; and Col. 7albot being ſent 
from the Town to manage the Conference, entertain'd our 
General with ſuch Trifles,as it plainly appeared thar nothing 
was deſigned by the Enemy, but the diſcovery of our 


- Strength, and the gaining ſo much time as might prepare 


them tor a defence ; for having mann'd their Walls, and 
lin'd ſome Hedges without the Town, they took no farther 
notice of the Parley, but Sallied on the Suburbs, Killing 
Plundering, and Firing all that lay before them : Upon this 
treacherous Abuſe,and the diſcharge of their Cannon,it was 
propoſed that Col. Za/bot ſhould be ſecured for a breach of 
the Truce 3 but our General judging it neither Honourable 
nor convenient, diſmiſs'd him with a ſafe Convoy to the 
Town 3 and having afterwards advisd with his Council, 
they unanimouſly agreed upon a general Attack, tho they 


| had neither Cannon to Batter, nor Ladders to Scale, nor any 


cther Proviſion fit for ſuch an Attempt. It 1snot yet known 
what Paſſion moved them to this deſperate Reſolution; on- 
lyit is faid by ſome, that it was chiefly undertaken out of 
a fear they had, that the E. of Antrim would ky down his 
Arms to fave his Eftate ; which was ſo conſiderable, that 
they hadrather give him this fair opportunity of offending, 
than not oblige him to a forfeiture 3 for certainly they 
could not be ſo ſtupid (tho we have no great reafon ro com- 
mend their Prudence _) as to flatter themfelves- with the 
hopes of taking a Wall'd Town, well Mann'd and Fortified, 
with the only Artillery of Pikes and Muskets. 

What- 
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Whatever the Motives were, that induc'd them to a Pro- 
j:& ſeemingly ſo unreaſonable, their Reſolves were confirm- 
ed, and the Army divided into ſeveral Battalions for a pe- 
neral Aſſiult, who upon the firſt Word of Command, in 
defiance of the Enemies Cannon, marched up to the very 
Walls of the Town ; which they would have undoubtedly 
taken, if Pikes and Scythes could have prevailed ; but ha- 
ving ſpent their Ammunition, and experienced the impol- 
ſibility of the Attempt, they were at laſt obliged toretreat, 
which they perform'd with no great loſs ; but their Preſer- 
vation was rathcr due to Providence, and' the indiſcretion 
of their Enemies, than to the Care or Condud of thcir Ge- 
ral, or Council ; who after they had given Orders for the 
Attack, left their Soldies expoſed to the Cannon, and reti- 
red under the Shelter of a Barley Field and Pidgeon-houſe, 
. hoping thereby te ſecure themſelves from the Noiſe and 
Danger of the Enemies Shot. The news of this Retreat 
having advanced as far as the Head-Quarters ; the General 
and his Council concluded upon a Parley 3 and being rc- 
ſolved it ſhould end in Peace, the Soldiers were commanded 
to their former Quarters; in this conjunCture it was thought 
the Town might have propoſed their own Terms, but Col. 
Talbot being willing to return the Clvilities lately received, 
only inſiſted upon the ſame Propoſals that had been former- 
ly made by the Earl of Antrim, and defir'd that a Ceilation 
might be punQually obſerved on both ſides, 'till ſuch time 
as freſh Supplies ſhould be ſent from Dublin. 

The General and Council facing their ill Succeſs with 
the pretended Advantages they boatted to have gain'd upon 
this Parley, returned as it were in Triumph to Hilsburgh ; 
but it cannot be ſuppoſed that they were wound upto ſuch 
a degree of inſenſibility, as not to be touch'd with a ſenſe 
of their misfortunes, conſidering they had failed in an At- 
tempt which was undertaken upon their bare humour, con- 
trary to the DircAions and Advice of the reſt of the Coun- 


trey ; the evil Corulcquence that followed the Protcſtant's 
Detcat 
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Defeat at Carrick/ergus,ſo far encouraged the Irifh,that they 
unmediatcly ventured upen Publick Acts of Hoſtility,plun- 
dering the Proteſtant Houſes at Noon day, and Maſfacring 
ſuch as they thovght would have oppoſed their Villanies: 
And now the Dragoons of the Newry, who never before 
durſt quit their Gariſon, ventured themſclves abroad, and 
having intelligemge of the advance of a Proteſtant Party 
under the Command of Capt. Poe,which had been detatch'd 
from Lewahbrickland tor Forage, they laid an Ambulcade, 
and by a Surprize killed the Captain and Eight of his men. 
As theſe and: many other untortunate Accicents which 
enſucd the Deteat at Carrickfergus, very much advanced the 
Reputation of the Popith Party 3 fo on the other fide, it 
made a quite different Imprellion on the Proteſtant Soldiers, 
who were ſo far diſcouraged by thicir 11] Succeſs, and for 
cver alter entertained ſo mean an opinion of their General 
and Council, that for the ſuture they never yielded an 
exact Obedience to their Commands. 

Upon this Defeat at Carrickfergus, there arrived a Packet 

ot Declarations at Filsburgh, directed to the General, &c. 
Requiring all the /riſh to lay down their Arms by the 10" 
of April, on pain of being accounted Rebels, with an aſſu- 
rance of Pardon and Protection to ſuch as embrac'd the Pro- 
poſals, and a promiſe of the Eſtates of the obſtinate, to ſuch 
perſons as ſhould contribute towards their Reduction. This 
Declaration was ſo carefſed by the Proteſtants, that they 
cauſed them to be publickly read in ſeveral Market Towns, 
and at the ſame time proclaimed K. William and Q. Mary. 
This great Solemnity was ſcarce over, when Capt. Leighton 
returned with Commilſions for ſuch Regiments as had been 
recommended by the Council ; but there being at this time 
A Er and ſcveral Inde pendent Troops and Com- 
panieF wu hich were not eltabliſhed by any ot theſe new 
Commaitlions, and were to be of courle thereby disbanded, 
it was very much to be feared thar this great Change 
might widen the Breaches already begun between the 
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Countrey and their Council; for the better preventing of 
which, it was propos d, That the Countrey ſhould a in 
their own Model, till ſuch time as more Commulitons were 
ſent over ; and that in the interim, all Perſons ſhould join 
their ſtrergth to avert the dangers that Threatncd their 
Speedy Ruine ; bur this met with the Fate of ſeveral other 
good propoſals, and was generally rejected. : 

Now Danger began to draw ncar; of which 7yrconne!”s 
Proclamation was a Forerunner ; Commanding all Perſons 
in 7//er, to give fp their Arms, and Scrviceable Horſes, 
with an offer of Pardon to all ſuch as had been any way 
Engaged, excepting the E. of Mountalexander, L* Maſſa- 
reen, L* Kingſton, Mr.Sheffings, Sir Robert Colvill; Sir Arthur 
Rawden, Sir Fohn Macgil, Mr. Hawkin's, Mr. Sanderſon, and 
Mr. Hamilton, now Sir francis Hamilton, who were ſaid to 
have Sinned beyond his Mercyzleveral of thoſe Proclamati- 
ons were ſent into theNorth,and induſtriouſly diſt: ibuted to 
the Gentlemen of that Countrey , who remained fixed to 
their former Reſolution, notwithſtanding the many Threats 
and Promiſes that were urged to perſuade them to other 
Meaſures. Theſe coming to the hands of /7---ton of 7.—, 
he burned them, inſtead of diſperſing them. 

Such Gentlemen as read this Proclamation, were not a 
little ſurpriſed to find ſeveral Perſons, who had always ap- 
peared moſt Active and Open in the Proſecution of the Pro- 
teſtant Deſigns, not comprehended in the cl2ule of ex- 
emption; for neither Mr. {7 — ton of 7 —, who was the 
moſt Adtive,and indeed the Principal manager ot the whole 
Aſfair,who had a caſting Voice in all their Councils;nor any 
of the Hamiltons of Down, Antrim, or Ardmagh, were fore- 
prized, tho Gentlemen that Acted in Conjunction with 
them ; and others that were Interior to them, were partt- 
cularly exempted ; buf this only ſerved to revive the tor- 
mer jealouſie the Countrey had of Mr. H. of 7's (incerity, 

Tyrconnel, who at -this time was undoubtedly privy to c- 
very particular circumſtance that hapnel in the North, and 
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perhaps had been the chief Contriver of what wasTranſaQ- 
ed:Now he began to think it convenient to prepare his Army 
for aMarch towards thoſeParts;and having made a neceſſh 

Proviſion for the ſubſiſtance of his Soldiers, he diſpatched 
part of it to Carrickfergus by Sea, which was then in want, 
and the reſt he ſent by -Land ; but it hapning that one of his 
Ships Laden with Bisket , was forced into Dundium Bay, 
and immediately Seifed by the Proteſtant Gariſon , and 
ſent to the publick Stores, to be laid up for their_March 
apainſt the 7riſh. From theſe Preparations it was generally 
concluded, that Tyrconnel's Army would be ſuddenly on 
it's March, and therefore thought adviſcable that ſuch ne- 
ceſſary Meaſures ſhould be taken, as might beſt ſerve to 
oppoſe their entrance ; but ſo it hapned, that in this Con- 
junQure, a News Letter was pretended to have been receiv- 
ed by the Council ; and tho all Correſpondence between 
Dublin and the North had been intercepted for a conſide- 
rable time before, yet this Letter came dated from thence, 
and was induſtriouſly Diſperſed by ſome of the Council, as 
a true account of the Popiſh Circumſtances ; in which 
were contained ſeveral Arguments to urge the Improbabi- 
lity of Marching an 7riſh Army Northward, chiefly drawn 
from the intractable Genius of the New-rais'd Forces,their 
want of Arms and Ammunition, and the general Appre- 
henſion they lay under from tke Proteſtant Numbers, and 
the Landing of an Erg/ih Army. Theſe obſervations, with 
ſeveral other leſs remarkable, were the ſubjeRt-matter of 
this Letter ; which coming down at a time, when the 
whole Countrey was big with the expeRation of an 7riſþ 
Army, the News whereof had been confirm'd by ſeveral 
particular Accounts, made different imprefſions upon the 
Proteſtant Gentlemen ; ſome of them ſuppoſing it to have 
been deviſed by 7 yrconnel, and ſent down on purpoſe to a- 
muſe the Countrey ; hoping thereby to render his Moti- 
ons leſs ſuſpected 3 but this conſtruQion being inconſiſtent 
with his Printed Proclamation, was generally rejeQed ; = 
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tho it ſeerned very hard to place this contrivance. upon any 
of the Council, which only tended to the confuſion of their 
former Deſigns ; yet there were ſome amongſt them, who 
were ſeverely cenſured tor their too great ſnduſtry in Pub- 
liſhing it, when it was in their Power to have it ſuppreſſed. 

This Letter, tho it weighed but little with the Gentle- 
men of the Countrey; yet the General and Council ſeemed 
ſo far convinced by the reaſons of it, that they Poſtponed 
their former reſolve of Providing againſt the approach of 
the Enemy; for tho they had always propotied to fortific 
and ſecure /Zi/sburgh tor a Retreat, it being the only Fort 
in Dn and Antrim, excepting Carrickfergus, which lay 
convenient for the Defence of the Frontiers, and was at 
that time a Magazine of all their Arms and Ammunition ; 
yet they rejected all offers thac were made in purſuance of 
their former Deſigns ; and neither ſuffered the Trenches to 
be Scoured, nor Commanded any other thing to be done 
which was necellary for the Detence of it 3 tho the Inferior 
Councils being more ſen(ible of their Duty, Fortified and ſecu- 
red many places of leſs conſequence. Tyrconn?!'s Forces being 
advanced under the Command of Lieut. Gen. Hamilton, 
within an eafie days March of the North, the whole Coun- 
trey ſeeming more apprehenſive of the dangers that might 
attend their tormer ſecurity , buſted, themſelves in a warmer 
application to their General and Council, who being now 
ſenſible of their credulous Error, promiſed to uſe their ut- 
moſt Endeavours againſt the approach of the Enemy 3 up- 
on which they made a ſhow of drawing th& Forces of the 
twoCounties 1nto oneBoily, which being above 10000 men, 
would in all probability been able to have diſputed, if not 
defended the Countrey trom the farther advance of the /ri/þ 
Army ; tho it muſt be conteſled, the greateſt part of them 
wanted the Exerciſe and Arms of a well Trained Militia;but 
that might have been in a great meaſure ſupplied by the Pru- 
dent Propoſalsof ſomeGentlemen, who advis'd that thePaſles 
might be Guarded by their beſt men, and ſuch only left to 
ſecure their Countrey, as were leſs Serviceable. Ez Il 
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If theſe Meaſures had been taken,we ſhould have certainly 
impeded the Enemics Progreſs, and have thereby given time 
criough to the more Nyrthers Counties, to have Joined their 
Numbers,wh:- had been eng2g'd to advance upon the firſt 
Alarm : but thc General and Council, inſtead of followin 
this advir.. only continued their Forces in motion,ftill keep- 
ing the'nar their former diſtance 5 which Mcthod was the 
great occaſion of our enſuing M:ſeries ; for the ſeveral petty 
Divittons deſparing of any Succeſs trom their ownStrength, 
never durſt encounter the Enemy, who always Marche 
in a main Body. The firſt inſtance of this Nature hapned 
at Lowbbrickland, a place within 3 Miles of the Newry ; 
where only a Petachment of Sir Fohn Macgil's Regiment, 
and an inconfiderable party of Sir Arthur Rawden's Dra- 
g00Ns,were poſted, who no ſooner heard that 7yrconnel's Ar- 
my had enter'd th2 Newry,but they rctired in ſuch confuſion, 
that the whole Countrey ſeemed ſtruck with the Retreat. 
The Enemy making the right uſe of this accident, immedi- 
atcly poſſc{led themſelves of Loughbrickland, and ſoon after- 
wards advanced towards Drummore, which was Gariſon'd 
by 300 Horſe, and ſome Foot, under the Command of Sir 
Arthur Rawden, and Mr. W , who having notice of 
their March, poſted a Detachment of Horſe at the 2 Mile 
Bridge, with ſtrict Orders to Skirmiſh the Enemies Scouts, 
and to give what other diverſion they could to their Main 
Body but having engaged too far, ſeveral of them werecut 
ott,and the reſt obliged to a haſty Retreat. Sir Arther Rawden 
co t.nued in theTown, very minute,expeing td be jntorcd 
witha conſiderableSupply,bur was much ſurprized to receive 
the General'sOrders to Retreat to/Hil5burah,which was three 
Miles behind Drummore. This ſudden diiappointment made 
lum reſolve upon his own Methods ; and inſtead of Retreat- 
ing to Z71/1burgh, he. marched his mzn within view of the 
Enemy, whom he- diſcovered to be very numerous, and 
advancing in great haſte, but excellent Order 3 which made 


Sir Arthur halt, and conſulting with his Officers what was 
| fit 
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fie to be done, he found his Right Wing ſurrounded ; and 
concluding the Enemy deſigned to hem in hs Party, they 
all agreed upona Retreat; and the only deubrt that remained 
was, who ſhould be tormoit. Lieut. Price, and two others, 
ater the Retreat of the reſt, bravely charged the Enemy, 
and Price having ſhot Col. Sheldon's Horte, by which he ve- 
ry much endargered his Lite, was afterwards, by the fai- 
lure of his own, expoſed to the Revenge of the 7r1/þ. 

The bold Attemprtot theſe three men, gave a conliderable 
diverſion to the whole Army ; fo that in purſuit ot the 
Proteſtant Party, which haſted full Gallop to /7:/5bareh ; 
there were not above 20 men kill'd; but it the tort had not 
put a ſtop to the /ri/þ Carecr, they had certainly cut off 
the reſt, who under that ſhelter made good thuir eſcape, 
ſome to Co/rain, others to Portferry every one ecring fuch 
a Courſe as he judged fartheſt trom the preſent Danger. 

The General and Council had hitherto reſided in /7!ſ- 
burgh, which was the place appointed tor rhe heart of the 
N.rth, trom whence the ſeveral Counties werc to have dc- 
rived their Principles of Motion ; and yet they were fo care- 
les of defending a Poſt ſo conſiderable, that the day Uctore 
this Rout, it had not the ordinary Proviſion of a Garifon 3 
for on that day Mr.WWe/t,{ Major to Mr./{ --ton of 7 — was 
commanded to advance with fuch of his men as were fit 
for ſervice, who in purſuance of their Ocders, enforced, the 
Town with 129 men, and propoſing the Delence ot it uw ith 
the only addition of 509 more, atleall till ſuch time as the 
ſcattered Forces of the North might be drawn together, who 
might have been able to have ra:fed the Siege, ) liad his offer 
refilted,tho there were at this time in Lisburn 2000 Soldiers 
ſent from the County of Antrim; and the only reaſon g1- 
ven by the General and Council tor rejeCting Weſt's Propu- 
ſal, was-the want ot neceſlary Proviſions for lo great a bo: 
dy : The Mjor not being well fatisficd with the Mc afurcs 
taken by the Council, was however refolved to uic hts beſt 
Endeavours towards ſecuring the Town, and only velired 
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to be furniſh'd with ſuch Inſtruments as might ſerve to 


ſcour the Trenches ; and that the Trees which grew neareſt 


the Town, might be cut down, leſt they might prove ſer- 
viceable to the Enemy, in caſe they ſhould attempt to Scale 
the Walls ; but theſe requeſts were alſo rcjeRted, the firſt 
for want of Money to buy ſuch Neceſlaries as were deſired, 
and the other for -fear of difobliging the Owners ; theſe 
flight Excuſes made the Gentlemen of the Countrey ſuſ- 
pet ſome other Deſignsz which were foon afterward 
plainly diſcovered by the Reſolutions taken ia the next 
Council: The General having declared the Town not te- 
nable, turned every man over to his own ſhifts. The Sol- 
diers were ſo much ſurprized with rhis ſudden opinion, 
that thicy Would not be induc'd to a belief of it ill their 
General left the Gariſon expoſed to the rage of the Ene- 
my, and in greac haſte poſted towards Portferry, where 
he met with the conveniency of being tranſported out of 
all danger. Mr. — ton of 7— having particularly re- 
commended the care of his Regiment to their own Condu, 
haſted towards Belfaſt in ſuch a hurry, that he left behind 
him a Portmantue of the publick Papers, and 150 /. of the 
Counties Stock, tho he retuſed the day before to advance 
ſo much Money as would have brought the Forces together. 
This, with much more Plander of a conſiderable value, be- 
ſides r 5Barrels of Powder, and a braſsField-piece,were left as 
a prey to the 1rih, who have ſince made uſe of the Papers 
as a publick Teſtimony againſt-the perſons concerned in 
the Aſſociation, upon which has been grounded the corrup- 
tion of our Blood, and forteiture of our Eſtates. 

Tho /{—ton of 7 — had been thus careleſs of what 
concern'd the Publick, yet he ſheu'd more prudence in the 
preſervation of his private Fortune : For, very well know- 
ing what would happen, he engag'd his Brother the night 
betore the Break at Drummore,to haſten home, and provide 
apainſt the Storm that was thengathering. 


Hilsburgh being wholly deſerted by the General and 
Coun- 
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Council, Major Wef, who had earneſtly preſſed them to 
other meaſures, was ſtill refolv'd to ſell the Place at as 
dear a price as he could ; and therefore propoſed the De- 
fence of it to ſuch of the Soldiers as yet remain'd in the 
Fort, aſſuring them of his firm adherence to their endea- 
vours, and urging the many difficulties that would neceſ- 
farily attend their retreat. But all theſe Arguments could 
not engage them to ſtand the teſt of an 7rifþ Attack ; for 
the Example of their General, and the Advice of the Coun- 
cil, ſo far influenc'd their wonted Courage, that only Sixty 
of them could be prevail'd with to run the Major's Fate ; 
who diſpos'd of them in ſuch order, as made the 7ri/þ believe 
they were many times that number ; upon which they 
ſent a Trumpeter to ſummon the Town ; and a Parley be- 
iog agreed on both ſides, Capt. XA'ir& was diſpatched with 
Conditions of Surrender, importing a free Pardon for what 
was paſt, and a ProtcCtion for the future ; which being 
embrac'd by the Gariſon, and confirm'd by the Licutenant- 
' General, the /ri;/h were admitted into the Town 3 and find- 
ing the Gates only ſhut with a Half-Pike, admired the 
Majors courage, and condemned the General and Council 
for making no better preparations towards the defence of 
2 place ſo conſiderable. Major Weſt and his Soldiers not- 
withſtanding their Articles, were for the firſt night kept 
cloſe priſoners, under the pretence of proteing them 
from the inſolence of the Soldiers; tho the true reaſon 
was to prevent a diſcovery of the ill circumſtances the 
iriſh Army was under, from the fatigue of their tedious 
Winter March, which was ſo haraſs'd, that it's believed a 
very little oppoſition would have obliged them to a retreat. 

The melancholly news of this Rout coming to Lisburn, 
and the diſmal accounts given in by the Runaways from 
Hilsburgh, ſtruck the Soldiers of that Gariſon, with ſuch 
terrible apprehenſions of the 7ri/h Force, that they unant- 
mouſly agreed to follow the example of their General, and 


Mr. Z——, of 7. after he had for ſome time condol'd the 
misfor- 
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misfortones of the Countrey with the People of Be/faf, he 
2ffured all fuch as had any dependance on him, that would 
retreat to Celrain, that he had reſolved eithefo repair 
the diftreſſed Condition of the Countrey, or to peri 
Attempt. This Refolution encouraged ſeveral of his Fy nds 
to march towards Celrain, but Mr. H— ten taking a privite 
Path to the Sea-ſide, met wirh a Veſſel purpoſely prepared 
to Tranſport him for Scotland. 2 

' The Iri/h Rabble of the whole Countrey were now em- 
ployed by Putick Authority to plunder. and deftroy the 
Lives and Fortunes of the Proteſtants ; which they per- 
formed with ſuch Cruelty,that the Inſolencies pf. the Stand- 
ing Army feerned favours, when compared withthe bloody 
Outrrages of thoſe barbarous Cannibals; and now the:-pab= 
lick Cries of ſuch as had eſcaped rhe ri Fury for the loſs 
of their deareſt Friends, and the naked Appearances of thoſe 
who had been moſt inhumanly ſtripped, caſt the whole 
Countrey-under ſuch a general Conſternation, that it was 
impoſſible torevive the hearts of the dejeted Proteſtants ; 
ſo that no hopes were left to rally the broken pieces of rhe 
Enelifſh/Army; and the Enemy by this means became abſo- 
tute Maſters of the whole Countrey, without the expence 
of many drops of Blood ; for the Counties of Down and As 
trim being the only Inlets to the Northern Province, we 
may very well date the loſs of Z/i/ter (at that time the only 
remaining terror tothe - 7riſþ ) from the evil Succeſs that 
followed the Councels of that Countrey. | 

] ſhall now reſet the remaining Series ofthis Aﬀair; tothe relation 
of others, who by being Witneſſes tothe Truth thereof, are only fir 
for-fo publick a Work; having in this Treatiſe with all Sincerity and 
Juſtice imaginable, given the Reader the whole matter of Fac, 
Which co my own knowledg occurr'd in the.c Counties. And that 
be may have no-hing from me by beer-ſay, I ſha!l now leave bim 
tojudg by whom and in what manner L7fer has been expoſed to the 

Fury of che 7r:jh, 'whoſe Merctes are Cruelties : And how all the 
Nobility and Genery thereof have ſuffered as well intheir Rep itca- 
tions, as in the lofs of their Eſtates, tor the Miſcarriages of a *ew. 
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